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EVENT 
CALENDARS

CURRENT JOB OPENINGS

KEEP IN TOUCH!

(978) 929-6600

LIBRARIES 

COUNCIL ON AGING 

RECREATION 

TOWN HALL 

Dispatcher (full-time & part-time)
Firefighter/Paramedic  
Police Officer 
Per Diem Health Inspector 
Seasonal Snow Plow Contractors
Truck Driver/Skilled laborer (temp.)
Craftsperson 
Librarian 1
Human Resources Generalist 

TOWN SERVICES HOTLINE

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Facebook 
Instagram
LinkedIn
Twitter 

@actonmagov
@actonmagov
@Town of Acton, MA
@ActonMaGov 

Subscribe to our NEWS FLASH to receive
Town news and updates via email or text! 

Interested in serving on a Town
Committee, Commission, or Board? Find
a full list of open volunteer positions here.  

TOWN DIRECTORY

Thank you for reading the Municipal Monthly and for checking out
the other newsletters and calendars published for the community.
Acton is filled with events and programs again this December,
including the following special events: 

On December 13th from 9am to 3pm,  Acton Fire Local 1904
will host its annual Santa Ride. Stay tuned on Acton social media
channels for updates on stops and schedules. 
 On December 17th at 6pm there will be Menorah Lighting in the
Town Center next to Town Hall at 468 Main Street. 

The Town is also hard at work finalizing the budget
recommendations that will be presented at the May 2026 Annual
Town Meeting. Later this month we will be publishing the Town
Manager’s Recommended Municipal Budget for the Select Board and
Finance Committee to consider. 
In November, we published our
10-year capital plan outlining
capital needs for Fiscal Years
2027 through 2036. This
document is used as a primary
source during budget
deliberations as it contains useful
data about town infrastructure
and assets. You may view the
capital plan at
www.actonma.gov/manager or by
clicking on the image to the right. 

https://www.actonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/11106/FY2027-2036-Capital-Improvement-Plan
https://www.actonmemoriallibrary.org/calendar/
https://www.actonmemoriallibrary.org/calendar/
https://actoncoa.com/Calendar.aspx
https://actoncoa.com/Calendar.aspx
https://actonma.myrec.com/info/calendar/mobile.aspx
https://actonma.myrec.com/info/calendar/mobile.aspx
https://acton-ma.gov/Calendar.aspx
https://acton-ma.gov/Calendar.aspx
https://actonma.gov/549/Town-Notifications
https://www.acton-ma.gov/Jobs.aspx
https://www.acton-ma.gov/directory.aspx
http://www.actonma.gov/manager
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NEW EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

NAOMI QUANSAH 

ASSISTANT TREASURER/COLLECTOR

Did you know that we still have an historic fire alarm system in operation in our community? You may have noticed a
fire alarm pull box in your neighborhood. The Fire Department has begun the process of modernizing this system.
More details are found later in this newsletter. 

Do you follow @actonmagov on Facebook or Instagram? Check out the latest posts to learn about Elfie! All month
long, Elfie will be sneaking around town, popping into our municipal buildings, saying hi to our employees, and
giving all her Acton friends a behind-the-scenes peek at what the Town is up to. Be sure to follow her adventures on
the Town’s social media pages! In addition to being a stellar Town employee, Elfie is also excellent at hide-and-seek.
She has taken up temporary residence at the Acton Memorial Library, where she’s stirring up a little daily mischief
and causing all sorts of good trouble among the shelves. She won’t stay in one spot for long, though. If you think you
can track her down, we need your help! Stop by the Library anytime before December 24th to aid the search, and take
a #SelfiewithElfie!

 
Lastly, thank you to Vivian
Kobusingye Birchall and
Marc Duci at Acton TV for
hosting me to do our
annual cooking show. The
photo below was taken
during the recording. See
you in 2026!

Sincerely,
 John Mangiaratti
 Town Manager 
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ACTON SHOP SMALL 

Support our local small businesses this holiday season! They offer
unique gifts and personalized service that make shopping special.
While Small Business Saturday is November 29, exploring local shops
is a great way to celebrate the season all month long. Find a list of
Acton’s small businesses by category at actonma.gov/business to
discover local options.

RIBBON CUTTING AT

GREAT SPACES INC. 

Great Spaces, led by the
talented Dawn Willis,
recently celebrated the
expansion of its West
Acton location at 245
Arlington Street with a 

LOCAL BUSINESSES ENCOURAGED

TO REGISTER AT BUSINESS FRONT

DOOR

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
has recently launched The Business
Front Door, a new online portal to
make it easier for business owners to
access state programs, grants, and
guidance. By registering through the
portal, your business can stay
informed about funding opportunities,
training 

brand-new showroom and retail space. Dawn marked the occasion with
her team in the presence of loyal customers, neighboring businesses,
State Representative Dan Sena, Senator Jamie Eldridge, and Economic
Development Director Patricia Costa. Offering a wide selection of tiles, 
cabinetry, and exclusive hardware, the store reflects Dawn’s 16 years of experience, including eight years proudly
serving the Acton community. This expansion underscores Great Spaces’ ongoing growth and commitment to
delivering exceptional design solutions.

              programs, and economic
development initiatives—helping you 
save time and grow with confidence. To register, access https://www.mass.gov/info-details/business-front-door.



December 2025 4

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Town of Acton Municipal Monthly

Originally installed decades ago, the municipal fire alarm box system allowed residents to report fires by pulling a
lever on a red street- or building-mounted box, which sent a telegraph signal directly to the fire department. Widely
used throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, these systems have largely been replaced by enhanced 911 networks.a
Each alarm box was connected to a central office through telegraph circuits. When activated, the box transmitted a
coded signal identifying its location, enabling dispatchers to alert the appropriate fire companies. Street boxes were
publicly accessible, while master boxes—located in schools, factories, and municipal buildings—automatically
transmitted alarms from internal fire alarm systems.

These systems were valued for their speed, reliability, and ability to automatically identify the alarm’s location.
However, they lacked voice communication, were susceptible to false alarms, and required extensive maintenance.
Today, nearly all emergency calls are received through the 911 system, which provides real-time voice
communication, GPS location, and detailed information for responders. Modern central monitoring stations can now
transmit building alarm signals that specify the exact location and type of activation (such as smoke, heat, or sprinkler
flow), further improving response accuracy and efficiency.

While the municipal fire alarm system played a vital role in the pre-telephone era, its use has steadily declined.
Acton’s system, installed in 1930 by Earl Hayward, began with a connection from South Acton Square to the Woolen
Mill at 53 River Street and eventually expanded to more than 450 boxes.

Beginning this fall, and over the next two to three years, the Town of Acton will decommission its municipal fire
alarm system due to obsolete technology, increasing maintenance costs, frequent false alarms, vandalism, and
redundancy with modern 911 and building alarm systems. The process will start with street boxes, followed by master
boxes, allowing property owners time to make necessary adjustments.

For residents, 911
remains the 
primary method 
for reporting fire 
or medical 
emergencies, and
most residents do 
not need to take 
any action. 
Property owners 
with direct 
connections to the
 fire alarm system 
have been notified 
and advised on the 
necessary upgrades.

DECOMISSIONING OF THE MUNICIPAL FIRE ALARM SYSTEM
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 
THE NEW ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGERS ARE HERE!
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PUBLIC WORKS



ABOUT 

LOCATION
Human Services Building, 30 Sudbury Road rear

HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8am-4pm 
Tuesday: 8am-6pm       
Friday: 8am-12pm
Closed December 25 

CONTACT 
seniorcenter@actonma.gov or 978-929-6652.

The Council on Aging at the Senior Center offers 
services, meals and activities for residents age 60+. 
Most activities are FREE with a nominal charge for 
meals. 

The Assistant Director provides older adults and 
their families with information on area social 
services including home care agencies, elder day 
programs, housing options, food and fuel assistance. 

Each month there are multiple meal opportunities: 
special lunches, an evening dinner, daily lunch 
provided by Minuteman Senior Services, the 
Wednesday lunch Bistro open to all ages, frozen 
grab & go lunches provided by Open Table and 
Meals on  Wheels. 
The Bistro will be closed Dec. 24 & 31. 

Visit our website www.actoncoa.com to view our newsletter for details on services, meals and activities. Follow us on
Facebook @actoncoa. To sign up for newsletter or notifications from the COA visit: www.actoncoa.com/list.aspx  
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The annual holiday tea
at the senior center is
always a popular
event! 

mailto:seniorcenter@actonma.gov
http://www.actoncoa.com/
http://www.actoncoa.com/list.aspx
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES
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Click here to view the updated
Subdivision Rules & Regulations:
https://doc.actonma.gov/dsweb/Vie
w/Collection-18896

LAND USE

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
See more important library updates
and our schedule of events here:
https://conta.cc/49IJdw1 

https://doc.actonma.gov/dsweb/View/Collection-18896
https://doc.actonma.gov/dsweb/View/Collection-18896
https://conta.cc/49IJdw1
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