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TOWN OF ACTON  
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD  

Memorandum: Recommendations to Select Board  
Odd-Shaped Lots – Lot Width and Area  

  
June 1, 2025  

 
The recommendations below are the result of a meeting of the Design Review Board on May 29, 
20245.  

Design Review Board (DRB) Members in attendance: Peter Darlow (Chair), David Honn, 
Thomas Doolittle, Richard Keleher, and Jon Cappetta, (Planning Board Liaison)  

Proponents in attendance: None  

Documents Reviewed:  
Design Review Board Memorandum dated July 31, 2021 with the subject: Acton Zoning Bylaw 
Lot Width and Lot Area Discussion 
 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The DRB is concerned that we keep seeing tracts of land that are gerrymandered to create odd-
shaped lots to allow more houses than would normally fit on a lot or to make what should be 
unbuildable lots buildable. This increases the density and creates problems, such as inability to 
put up a fence on your own land or do maintenance on your land, such as tree removal due to the 
shape of the lot being too narrow (as little as five feet in some cases) to allow sufficient access. 
This can lead to unnecessary disputes between neighbors.  
 
No nearby towns allow such lot manipulation. We recommend adoption of language similar to 
that used by Concord, Section 6, paragraphs 6.2.2 (lot area) and 6.2.5 (lot width), attached.  
   
ACTION 
 
The DRB recommended that the Zoning Bylaw be changed to address this problem in July of 
2021 and a motion to this effect was passed by Town Meeting at the 2023 Annual Town 
Meeting. The DRB recommends that the Select Board put this on their priorities list for the 
current year, leading to an Article at the 2026 Annual Town Meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
DRB 
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