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DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

Meeting Minutes                  
In-Person Meeting, Town Hall, Room 204
December 9, 2021
7:00 PM
Present: Peter Darlow (PD)(Chair), David Honn (DH), Richard Keleher (RK), Jon Cappetta (JC)(Planning Board Liaison); Dean Charter (DC) (Select Board Representative)
Absent: Holly Ben Joseph, Tom Doolittle


1.	Opening

Chair, Peter Darlow, opened the meeting at 7:05 pm.

2.	Regular Business

A. Citizens’ concerns – none

B. Approval of Meeting Minutes – The meeting minutes for September 7, 2021 were discussed. RK to make corrections and note as “Revised December 9, 2021and approved by 3-0 vote”. The meeting minutes for October 21, 2021 should be changed to indicate
“In-person Meeting”. To be approved at the next DRB meeting.

3.	Special Business 

A. Tree Preservation Discussion:
· Issues regarding the preservation of “Street Trees” have been previously discussed by the DRB. DC noted that a revised policy for Acton’s Street Trees was approved by the Select Board.
· A policy regarding the preservation of “Yard Trees” occupying a property’s front, side and rear yards remains unresolved as does a policy regarding general “Tree Clearing” of a property.
· DC suggested looking at Wellesley’s and Concord’s tree protection policies/bylaws as a model for potential Acton policies/bylaws.
· It was suggested that the Acton Historic Commission’s recently developed Archeological Bylaw might also be worth reviewing as a policy/bylaw template.
· It was suggested that the DRB coordinate with Green Acton on a tree preservation policies/bylaws.
· JC noted that the Planning Board would likely be supportive of a more extensive tree preservation policies/bylaws.
· It was agreed that RK will develop a “Yard Tree” preservation strategy for discussion at the next DRB meeting.

B. PCRC and Lot Configurations Discussion:
· The DRB has previously prepared summary memos regarding suggested changes to the PCRC bylaw and lot configuration parameters in the existing Acton Zoning Code. It was generally agreed that the DRB memos were sufficiently comprehensive enough to begin discussions with the Planning Board and subsequently and hopefully, the Select Board, Planning Department and Town Counsel towards the development of revised zoning bylaw language suitable for Town Meeting approval. 
· JC noted that there are PB meetings on December 21, 2021 and January 8, 2022.
· PD to contact the Planning Board for an agenda time slot. 


4. 	Adjournment

At 8:15 p.m., it was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting.
The motion was approved unanimously.

5.	Documents and Exhibits Used During this Meeting 

· Meeting Minutes of September 9, 2021.
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